Section 7
GERMAN IDEAS ON PACIFISM

INTRODUCTORT NOTE

It is true that there have been sincere pacifists in Germany. Professor
Forster^ v. Gerlach^ General v. Schonaich^ Ossietski and Mertens were
all Germans. The Weimar Republic tried Ossietski for high treason^
while Hitler threw him into a concentration camp. Others^ such as
Forster and Mertens^ were compelled to emigrate even in the days of
the Weimar Republic. Their labour and exertions made no i?npression
on Germany. German society rejected them indignantly as traitors and
mischief-makers. Apart from these jew individuals, what large German
organisation was ever sincerely pacifist? There has never been a situ-
ation in Germany comparable to that which has existed in England^ in
France^ in the United States and other countries^ where pacifists have
influenced the formation of public opinion and the policy of governments.
It has never been so^ simply because pacifism is completely irreconcilable
with German philosophy. The following excerpts clearly illustrate
what the average German thinks of peace and pacifism.
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